HIKING NOTES

11/07/10

Yesterday, Saturday, 11/06/10, I led my scheduled hike of the Raven Cliff Falls loop over the swinging bridge. There were six other hikers: Tim Martin, Paul Serridge, Terri Shaluly, Bok Son Miller, Glen Atkisson, and Ann Sullivan.  It was another beautiful day, cold but no ice. I believe everyone enjoyed it. We stopped at the Raven Cliff Falls viewing platform, then went down the Dismal Trail and came back on the Naturaland and Gum Gap Trails. The distance was about 8.5 miles with accumulative climbing of about 2200 ft per GPS. The hike took about 5.3 hrs total but my GPS says we were stopped over 2 hrs of that time.

The cable bridge over Matthews Creek was a thrill to some of the hikers who had not seen one before. Some of the hikers elected to rock hop instead of using it. Everyone was impressed with Cathedral Rock including me although I have seen it a dozen times. We ate lunch on the rocks under the swinging bridge which we had all by our selves. We got there a little after noon which was fortunate. When we started back after lunch we immediately began meeting droves of Saturday hikers, both adults, children, dogs, etc., headed for the bridge probably with picnics. I was not sure those rocks would hold them all.

The girls were the strongest hikers and stayed far ahead most of the time. This is not unusual on the hikes I now go on. But we had plenty of catch up stops and did not get not get strung out too far in my opinion. It is well I am past my girl chasing stage.  I probably could not catch one now.

 Dean Rainey








