HIKE REPORT - 10/30/2010

HIKE #1 - TOM MILLER/JONES GAP AREA

MOUNTAIN BRIDGE WILDERNESS

 

The route: Started at the Raven Cliff Falls trailhead. Weather: 38 degrees at the start; bright, breezy. Headed down Tom Miller, right on Jones Gap, right on Cold Springs Branch; right on Bill Kimball and scrambled to the base of El Lieutenant, trudged to the top, and continued west. Connected with Cold Springs Branch again and returned to the trailhead.  At the start, and as agreed, we broke up into 2 groups with the first group moving at a quicker pace than the 2nd group. Everyone met again later and regrouped. This route has a lot to offer in the form of variety: A steep descent at the start, several creek crossings, including a 30-foot log, small wooden bridges, a metal bridge and easy, rock-hopping wet crossings. Two sets of waterfalls, a very steep ascent on Bill Kimball including some scrambling requiring combined hand and foot-holds added some character to the loop. 

 

Hikers: Trudy Bruns, Bill Robertson, Lynne Scoggins, Sue Rush, Dale Hamann, Jim Woodside, Sue Brown, Ed Bedenbaugh, Faye Cooley & Ron Blake.

 

Note that Sue Rush & Ed Bedenbaugh were 1st time hikers with GNHA. They motored right along with the speedy group. Welcome.

 

General: The trails and junctions are will blazed/signed. The trails are easy to follow for the most part, even though some parts of Bill Kimball are slightly overgrown.

 

This hike is listed a 6 miles with 1200 elevation gain and ranked MS. During the pre-hike on 10/04/10 three  hikers w/ GPSs recorded the elevation gain in the range of 1400 ft. The indicated mileage ranged from 6.2 to 6.9. This hike should be listed at 1400 ft EG and 6.5 miles/Strenuous. Time to complete this hike 3-1/2 - 4 hours.

 

See related pictures: Photo Albums > 2010 Photo Albums > 10/30/2010 Tom Miller...Ron Blake

 

Ron Blake

Hike leader

