Hike Report

Pink Beds/South Mills River “Lollipop” 
Saturday 16 October 2010
If George Vanderbilt had had his way, he would have planted lawns, flower gardens and shrubbery all the way from his Biltmore Estate to Mount Pisgah, a true “parkway”. Fortunately for us, Frederick Law Olmstead (of NYC Central Park fame) persuaded him to instead preserve and manage his 125,000 acres as a profitable, sustainable forest.

Following George’s death in 1914, his widow, Edith, sold the majority of the holdings for $5 per acre to the Federal Government, which had then recently been empowered to purchase and protect the lands and quality of our Nation’s streams and rivers, and their sources. Pisgah National Forest was thus born.

And so, 95-ish years later, we fifteen were able yesterday to reap the benefits of history as we walked the headwaters of the South Mills River on a network of six trails stitched together as a GNHA hike by co-leader David Morris.

Dave led and Alan swept the first half, starting at Pink Beds on trail #118north; we hooked right on to #618 Barnett Branch trail, climbing up to the intersection with #127 Black Mountain trail, then turning left and descending past the shelter to Buckhorn Gap. Another left turn here on to #103 Buckhorn Gap trail took us to lunch on Dave’s really nice log at more or less the halfway point of the hike. For the return, Alan led and Dave swept, turning once more left at the intersection with #133 South Mills River trail, which wends its way upriver, emerging at the now defunct Gauging Station at the end of FS476.
A step over stream crossing and a short connector trail led us back into the east end of Pink Beds, following the ever diminishing South Mills on #118south, back over the CMC bridge on #618 to avoid the beaver activity. Tired legs climbed the final elevation on #118north, close to the source of the South Mills and to our cars, parked nearby the “Cradle of Forestry”, which brings us back to Messrs. Vanderbilt, Olmstead, Pinchot, Schenck et al…the Visitors Center tells the whole story.
The fifteen beneficiaries comprised:  

Dave Morris and Alan Toney, co-leaders/sweeps.

Bokson Miller.

Ron Howitz (photos).

Terri Shaluly.

Charley Sissney.

Trudy Bruns.

Ron and Sharon Blake.

Candy Bouchard.

Soonja Smith.

(Eu)gene Mire himself, no less.

Ann Leo.

Ann Sullivan.

Marjorie Severance (but only just).

Sunshine all the way, low 39/high 65 deg, light winds, low humidity. We started at 9.40 am, finished at 3.10 pm, five and one half hours incl. lunch and stops.  Dave’s (GPS historic) numbers: 13.0 miles distance, 1660 ft elevation. Rated VVS. Mickey D’s to Pink Beds parking is 122 miles return, a $ 6.00 fare. 
Alan Toney.         
