Hike Report.
Black Balsam, Tennent Mountain etc…

The second day of October 2010, in the high country of North Carolina, and “the hills were alive with the sound of questions” from the many other hikers passing through Ivestor Gap as we nine GNHAers ate lunch at the half-way point in our hike.
“Which way is Shining Rock…do we have time to get there?”

“Where are we, what’s this place called?”

“Can you show us on your map where we are?”

“How do we get back to our car?” 

Answer…“That depends where you left it.”
Response… “We’re not sure”.

“Is this the way to the waterfall?”

“Why aren’t there any signs up here?”

Earlier in the day, we had started at FS 816, taken the Art Loeb over Black Balsam and Tennent, done the 360 deg panoramic of Mt Hardy, Little Sam, Sam Knob, Cold Mtn, Shining Rock, Flower Knob, Mt Pisgah, Frying Pan, Graveyard Fields, Looking Glass, Cedar Rock and Pilot Mtn, then descended from Tennent on the well-worn ridge trail down to Ivestor. 

After lunch, the Graveyard Ridge trail (mostly dry for once) and the MTS took us back to our cars, pausing one last time for a breather ‘on the rocks’, overlooking the BRP.

It was a ‘single layer’ day (low temp 43 deg F, high of 65 deg F), under a cloudless ‘Carolina Blue’ sky with light breezes and super visibility that revealed a rare glimpse of Mt Mitchell, the Black Mountain range and Grandfather Mountain on the northern horizon.

The cast of nine, in order of appearance, comprised   Alan Toney (L), Susie Thompson, Terri Shaluly, Susanne Engelmann, Bob Griffin, Ann Leo, Charley Sisney, Pete Cleveland and Ann Sullivan.

The vitals (non-GPS):

We started at 10.10 a.m., ended at 2.10 p.m…7 miles and 1100 feet elevation in four hours including lunch and numerous stops to go ‘ooh’ and ‘aah’.  
Mickey Ds to FS 816 is a 146 miles/$7.50 return trip.

                                                                                                                                                                  Alan Toney.

