Hike Report
Hike #1 - September 4, 2010
Petroglyphs - The Short Route
 

We had a beautiful, bright day for this nice walk in the woods. Twelve hikers were present including two first-time hikers with GNHA*. The crew: Bill Robertson, Terri Shaluly*, Charley Sissney, Jr., Lynne Scoggins, John Pritchett, Susie Thompson, Joe Hayden, Jean Arthur, Dave Goldberg*, Anne Nixon, Sharon & Ron Blake. We started this hike from an unofficial trailhead about one mile from Holley Springs. After a short, steep bushwhack, we intercepted the Palmetto Trail and headed in a generally western direction mostly ascending. After about 1-1/2 miles -  we bore right off the Palmetto Trail and continued ascending along an old logging road. This mile-long leg is along a ridge and led us to the petroglyph bald. The ascent to the site, including a side trip to a boulder cave (under the direction of Bill Robertson) took 1-3/4 hours. We had lunch, inspected the petroglyphs (some skeptics among us) and enjoyed the mountain views. Some troops ventured about 1/4 mile to the NW and onto the Foothills Trail for a look at the base of the Drawbar Cliffs.
 

We reversed and returned to the vehicles in 1-1/2 hour at a moderate pace.
 

General notes. The Palmetto Trail is blazed and easy going with a few bridged creek crossings and constant grades. The logging road is not blazed; it has some steep, bony sections that could be slick under wet conditions. Overall, this should be a fairly easy hike for experienced hikers. The unofficial trailhead appears to be on private property, but with easy public access. It is not posted.
 

Statistics: 5-1/4 mile; 1100 ft EG (both determined by GPS). Total time including side trips and lunch: Four hours.
 

This would make a good Sunday hike.
 

See related photos: (Home page > Photo albums > Ron & Sharon Blake > 9/04/2010)
 

Ron & Sharon Blake
