August 14, 2010

Jones Gap

Yesterday, Saturday, 08/14, I was scheduled to lead a hike in Pisgah over Black Balsam Knob and Tennent Mt. to Shining Rock. Weather forecast was 60% chance of thunderstorms both here and there and at the parking lot before starting it was overcast and threatening. Only two other hikers showed up : Heinz Looser and Ann Sullivan. We decided to change the mission and go to the Jones Gap. It was closer and not as exposed to lightning. It was also a lot cooler down here than in the past few weeks and we did not need the altitude for comfort.

We did the Jones Gap and Tom Miller Trails up to the Raven Cliff parking lot and took the Cold Spring Branch Trail back, eating lunch on the usual log at the intersection with the Bill Kimbrell Trail. The trails were wet, the streams were full and the waterfalls were at their best. There had obviously been a recent heavy rain but only a tiny bit on us near the end although the threatening clouds remained with us through out. I led at my accustomed leisurely old man pace. The two race horses with me patiently put up with it and did not object. I think we all had a great time and were happy to get in a good hike on such a threatening day. It took us close to 6 hours including stops. It was about 10.5 miles and total climbing was about 1700 feet. 
Dean Rainey

Hike Leader
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