Hike Report - Saturday, April 10, 2010

Hike #2 - Pink Beds Loop/Barnett Branch

Pisgah National Forest, NC

 

Hikers: Paul & Barbara Serridge, Trudy Bruns, Traudel Scheumann, Dean Rainey, Karen Waldrep and Hike Leaders Ron & Sharon Blake.

 

We had a beautiful, warm day for the hike. We started out counterclockwise on the Pink Beds Loop and soon ran into some minor wet areas due to nearby beaver activity. The wet area only lasted for about one hundred yards, then the rest of the route was high and dry. There were several board crossings along the way, but these were not needed on this hike. Some wildflowers were in bloom. After about 1-1/2 miles we came to the intersection with Barnett Branch where we went right. Here we started a gradual, but constant ascent, on a narrow trail, some of it along a ridge through Rhody tunnels. We did a 2-1/2 mile round trip on the Barnett Branch but not before we stopped for lunch about a third of the way back down. Back to the Pink Beds Loop, we went right and continued our counterclockwise hike enjoying the nearby meandering creek, some bridged creek crossings - and the solitude - because, even though it was a beautiful day - we didn't see any other hikers until we were almost finished with our trek.

 

Statistics: 7.5 Miles/650 EG (GPS and map)/4 hours. The easy access trail head is at the Pink Beds picnic area, in Pisgah NF, on Hwy 276 approximately 9 miles north of the Pisgah Ranger Station. RT driving distance from University Square is 120 miles/ 1-1/2hr.

 

See related pictures in the Photo Album.

 

Ron & Sharon Blake

 

